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NOTICE

ECIA Industry Guidelines and Publications contain material that has been prepared,
progressively reviewed, and approved through various ECIA-sponsored industry task
forces, comprised of ECIA member distributors, manufacturers, and manufacturers’
representatives. After adoption, efforts are taken to ensure widespread dissemination
of the guidelines. ECIA reviews and updates the guidelines as needed.

ECIA Industry Guidelines and Publications are designed to serve the public interest,
including electronic component distributors, manufacturers and manufacturers’
representatives through the promotion of uniform and consistent practices between
manufacturers, distributors, and manufacturers’ representatives resulting in improved
efficiency, profitability, product quality, safety, and environmentally responsible
practices. Existence of such guidelines shall not in any respect preclude any member or
non-member of ECIA from adopting any other practice not in conformance to such
guidelines, nor shall the existence of such guidelines preclude their voluntary use by
those other than ECIA members, whether the guideline is to be used either domestically
or internationally.

ECIA does not assume any liability or obligation whatever to parties adopting ECIA
Industry Guidelines and Publications. Each company must independently assess
whether adherence to some or all of the guidelines is in its own best interest.

Inquiries, comments, and suggestions relative to the content of this ECIA Industry
Guideline should be addressed to ECIA headquarters.
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ECIA Guideline for Date Code Marking Format
Background

As the need for traceability throughout the supply chain increases, so does the need to
standardize traceability data elements. Today, more than ever, customers require
component traceability back through the supply chain to the manufacturer as part of
their counterfeit prevention policies.

Although most manufacturers have adopted the standard date code format for
traceability, some still have not.

1. Purpose

To expand supply chain implementation of long standing industry standard date

code format for use by original component manufacturers on electronic components.
This will allow for increased efficiencies and standardized traceability throughout the
entire supply chain.

2. Scope

Define the best practice for the format of the electronic component manufacturer’s
date code marked on electronic components, packing slips, certificates of
conformance, component packaging labels, and/or other traceability documents.

3. Reference Documents

= EIA-476 Date Code Marking

=  MIL-STD-1285 Marking of Electrical and Electronic Parts

= EIA-556 Outer Shipping Container Bar Code Label Standard

= EIA/CEA-624 Linear Bar Code and Two-Dimensional Symbols for the Labeling of
Product Packages

= JEP 130 Guidelines For Packing and Labeling of Integrated Circuits in Unit
Container Packing

= NGIP 111.00 ECIA Guidelines for the Format of Pack Lists

= EIGP 114.00 2D Barcode Labeling Specification for Product Package and
Shipments in the Electronics Industry

4. Date Code Format

Manufacturers use a date code data element for traceability to their manufacturing
process. Manufacturers define how they determine the date code; for example, the
week the components are encapsulated, fabricated, packaged or processed through
inspection.
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The date code format shall be a four-digit number. The first two digits being the last
two digits of the calendar year and the last two digits being the week of the year.
This is considered the YYWW format.

The first week of the year shall be considered the first week in which the first
Thursday of the year falls. The first day of the week shall be considered Sunday.

It is possible to have 53 Thursdays in a year. If this happens, the week will be
marked as week 53.

A Weekly Date Code Chart is posted on an annual basis on the ECIA internet site.
The chart is based on the format criteria listed above.

5. Date Code Marking

Date codes shall be marked on the component whenever space allows. Where
space limitations exist, the manufacturer shall define the date code marking format.
When an alternate date code format is used for part marking, it is recommended the
manufacturers define the date code marking format available on their websites for
customer access.

Date code marking on electronic components shall be legible, and remain legible
after being subjected to normal assembly processes and/or marking permanency
testing.

In all cases, the manufacturer’s lowest level and intermediate level label will contain
the complete YYWW format. The YYWW date code shall be bar coded in accordance
with industry standards (9D or 10D field), and a human readable date code shall be
in the proximity of the bar code.
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